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A Message From Your Fire Chief 

Fire District 1 Patrons, 
 

It has been awhile since you have received a newsletter from us, March 2007 to be exact, I wish I had a good  
excuse but the fact is I don’t. So we are back on task now and will be keeping you updated on your Fire District  
as we go forward. 
 

A few things have happened since our last newsletter, below is a list of significant developments over the past year: 
 

March – Talks with the City of Wenatchee regarding Fire Service single source provider issues and opportunities were put on 
hold while the City hired a new Fire Chief. 

 

April – A busy month of training with many local agencies in the Incident Command System, (ICS) and the National Incident 
Management System, (NIMS). Local agencies were coming together to be better prepared for disasters of any nature and 
to meet state and federal mandates. 

 

May – Worked with the Wenatchee Heights Reclamation District to determine the best method for rebuilding the fire station 
that was lost during the January wind storm. Start up for our fifth year of the helicopter lease program with Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources. 

 

June – Completed an update of the Fire District’s fire protection classification with Washington State Survey and Rating Bu-
reau. This resulted in an improved rating from a class six to a class five. Depending on your insurance provider this 
could result in a cost savings on your homeowners insurance. Chelan County Fire District 1 and Douglas County Fire Dis-
trict 2 began a simultaneous process of developing a Master Plan for capital needs, including facilities, apparatus, staff-
ing and other critical needs. 

 

July – Easy Street Fire; over five thousand acres burned of which approximately 75 % were inside of Fire District 1 bounda-
ries. Total cost of suppression for this fire was approximately two million dollars. Thanks to our mutual aid partners 
from North Central Washington, our relationships with our state and federal land management agencies, and our partici-
pation in statewide fire service mobilizations, the District’s share of the total bill was less than one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

 

August – Still recovering from July. Fire District 1 members participated in numerous fire responses across the state in sup-
port of other areas in need. 

 

September – Fire District 1 joined with Douglas County Fire District 2 and Chelan County Public Works to complete an inven-
tory of the existing addresses in both counties. Lieutenant Bob Schwiesow and Lieutenant Tom Steichen, began canvass-
ing the two counties and building a map layer for our dispatch with GPS locations of every house. Fire District 1 was 
awarded a grant from the Department of Interior for fuels reduction in the Squilchuck CWPP area in the amount of 
$200,000.00. 

 

October – Fire District 1 staff represented the emergency services on a sub-committee working on updating Chelan County’s 
road standards. This project is ongoing at this time. We also began discussions with the County Commissioners regarding 
the vacant County Fire Marshal position and how best to provide that service. 

 

November – Wrapped up another successful season of interagency helicopter operations. “Meeting season” officially starts. 
Testing process to establish an eligibility list for career firefighters started, 14 well qualified Chelan County Fire District 
1 volunteers participated. Responded to California with two Brush Engines and seven personnel in support of wildland 
fires. 

 

December – Promotional testing completed to establish an eligibility list for the positions of Lieutenant and Battalion Chief. 
Received a $26,000.00 grant from Fireman’s Fund Insurance. 

 

January – Completed an Inter-local Agreement with Chelan County for Fire District 1 to provide the Fire Marshal services for 
the entire county. Fire District 1 Board of Commissioners, Senior Staff and labor representatives conducted a Manage-
ment Planning session to evaluate district accomplishments and future needs. 

 

February – Began recruiting for a Fire Marshal. 
 

March – Battalion Chief Cecil Mckinney retires after 27 years of service to the valley. Promotions of current employees were 
made; congratulations to newly promoted Battalion Chief Brett Schafer, Lieutenant Cary Neu, and Career Firefighter   
Jordan Kunz. Dick Gormley was hired to fill the newly created position of Assistant Chief / Fire Marshal. 

 

Wow, looking back at the past year, we have been busy. All of this going on while we still responded to over 600 calls for service 
and conducting hundreds of hours of public education. As always I thank you, the citizens of Chelan County Fire District 1 for 
your support. We were reminded of your generosity during and after the Easy Street Fire, with all of your generous donations and 
kind words, we truly appreciate your support. 

We are here for you, please stop by, meet your firefighters and say hi. 
 

      Promotions:         New Employees:    

 
 
 
 

 
 

    
    

                     
  
 

  

Dick Gormley Assistant Chief Fire Marshal. 
Chief Gormley started mid March and brings 
with him 40 plus years of fire service experi-
ence. Most recently Chief Gormley retired as 
Spokane Fire District 10's Fire Chief.  

Firefighter Jordan Kunz B Shift, Jordan 
brings 5 years of fire service experience. 
Most recently Jordan was a Rappeller with 
the USFS Wenatchee Valley Rappel Base and 
as a Chelan County Fire District 1 Volunteer. 

Congratulations to everyone for their hard work and dedication to  
Chelan County Fire District 1 and the citizens that we serve. 

Tracy Manning 
Volunteer Lieutenant 

     Tom Steichen 
 Volunteer Lieutenant 

          Cary Neu 
          Lieutenant 

         Brett Schafer 
Battalion Chief/Training Division 
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    Spring Cleanup Time is Here! 
 
 

Spring is upon us now, and you can help us to help you this fire season, by taking 
the time now to prepare your home in case of a wildfire 

 
• Create a 100 ft. green belt around your home, barns and storage 

sheds. 
• Keep trees pruned up off the ground and remove underbrush. 
• Landscape with fire resistant plants. 
• Move woodpiles away from your home. 
• Keep roofs clean from needles, leaves, pine cones, or any other debris. 
• Ensure driveways are clear and safe and will accommodate large fire 

district equipment. 

• Help Us Help You, by posting a reflective address sign; these address signs are available 
at Fire District 1. 

 
Install smoke alarms on every floor of your home; test your smoke alarms monthly, replacing 
batteries annually.  Be sure to have your Home Escape Plan in place, and ensure that all family 
members know where your meeting place is if there were a fire.   

Fire District personnel will help you assess your property and make recommendations on action 
you can take to protect your home.  You can obtain more information on fire prevention safety 
here at Fire District 1.   

We can be reached at 509) 662-4734, or go to  
www.chelancountyfire.com,  

click on Welcome, then on Contact Us.   

Congratulations! 
    

Battalion Chief Cecil McKinney Battalion Chief Cecil McKinney Battalion Chief Cecil McKinney Battalion Chief Cecil McKinney is calling it 
a day after 27 Years of dedicated service to 
Fire District 1 and the citizens we serve.  
Cecil started his career with Fire District 1 
in 1979, moving up through the ranks from 
Firefighter to Captain to Battalion Chief.  
Most recently,  Cecil has been the Fire Pre-

vention/Public Safety Officer for the fire district.  Now, 
Cecil and his wife will be charting new territory and hit-
ting the road traveling and seeing new places.  Cecil’s 
easy going, and kind nature will be missed here at Fire 
District 1.   

 

Congratulations Battalion Chief 
Cecil McKinney! 

 The Fire District will  again be offering   
Standard 1st Aid with Adult CPR training to 
the public on the forth Saturday of each 
month beginning July 2008.   
 

All classes are held from  
8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  

 

Location: Station 11, 206 Easy 
Street, Wenatchee  

 

COST:  $25.00 
   

Please pre-register by call ing 662-4734  

 
STATION 17 

MALAGA 
OPEN HOUSE  
June 21, 2008 

 

Fire District 1, along with the Malaga 
Colockum Community Council is 
hosting an Open House at our Fire 
Station 17, located at 3760 W. 
Malaga Road, Malaga, on Saturday 
June 21.  Please join us for lunch at 
the fire station, with tours and educa-
tional materials available.   
Of note…...An Open House will also 
be held at Station 11 on Easy Street 
in October—more to follow………….. 

Where we’ve been…….    
• Donkey Basketball  
• Home & Garden Show 
• Arbor Day 
• Verizon Kids Safe Day 
• Pig Out in the Park 
• Apple Blossom Youth Parade, 
      Grand Parade, and Classy Chassis 
• Relay for Life    

2008 Community Events 
What’s to come…….  
• Memorial Day Parade    May  
• Fill the Boot for MDA  May 31 
• Station 17 Open House  June 21 
• Chelan Co Fair Kids Day  Sept 5 
• Give Burns the Boot NBF  October 4 
• Station 11 Open House  October 
• PUD Safety Harvest Day  October 
• FIRE PREVENTION WEEK  October 5-11 
• Veterans Day Parade  November 
 

PUBLIC TRAINING  
ANNOUNCEMENT! 

 

STANDARD FIRST AID AND CPR 

 

Chelan County Fire District 1 
  Board of Commissioners 
   

  Mike Compton, Chairman 663-8217 
  Lester Fritz, Commissioner 663-3011 
  Phil Dormaier 663-3831 


